The Rise of Jeffreys
picion it was false, because he desired for reasons of public
policy or private prejudice to destroy the prisoner.
From his behaviour at RosewelPs trial I cannot believe
that he thought much of the women's story against the
prisoner, but his mania against Dissenters overcame his
judgment. Rosewell had been arrested on the judge's
warrant, dragged out of his bed and carried to Jeffreys'
house in Aldermanbury early in September. The Chief
Justice received him like " a roaring lion or raging bear,"
and was not mollified when his prisoner answered him in a
Latin sentence. Jeffreys rudely told him he could not speak
another word in Latin " to save his neck." To this further
insult Rosewell replied in Greek, on which his captor sent him
to the Gatehouse, and neither his wife nor his friends were
allowed to see him. It was probably this original encounter
that made Jeffreys treat him with ceremonious courtesy
during his trial, though whenever he got an opportunity of
a telling interruption or rebuke he did not allow it to pass.
Rosewell called many witnesses, and proved conclusively
that he had ever prayed heartily and loyally for the King.
Jeffreys told several of them they were canting, and inter-
rupted one of them with the encouraging words, "We know
very well you snivelling saints can lie." At the same time
he did allow the prisoner to call all his witnesses and make
his argument. H. B. Irving says of his favourite, "He
meant to get a conviction, and set about it as decently as
possible." If this sentence only means " the possibility of
(decency within the competence of Jeffreys," I am inclined
to think it is a fair statement of his behaviour. Jeffreys had
his way with the jury, and the prisoner was convicted. But
there were legal points on the indictment to consider, and
these were adjourned for argument. It was on this argu-
ment thaj Mr Pollexfen was assigned to the prisoner as his
Counsel. He was a friend of Jeffreys. The people in Court,
who did not know that the King objected to Rosewell being
made a martyr, were surprised to hear Jeffreys receiving
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